Sample Slabs at the Long Beach Expo 


2024 marks the 60th anniversary of the Long Beach Expo. 
Plenty of 60th anniversary signage, but the 60th anniversary 
holders and labels must be coming later. (The show had 
several 50th anniversary holders in 2014.) PCGS reused the 
September 2023 holder with a 2023 Shield cent for the 
children’s Treasure Hunt and gave 2019 Shield cent samples 
to the public on request. 


The show’s highlight for slab enthusiasts was the vintage slab 
display by my friend and PCGS employee Curt Mease. 
Collectors.com, the parent company of PCGS, donated a 
table for Curt to display his extensive collection of samples, 
special labels, rattlers, PCGS ephemera, and more. I helped 
staff the table, giving me a chance to meet collectors. 


Several dealers had samples for sale, most attributed and at 


retail price or higher. Most dealers now know enough about samples to attribute them and offer 


them to customers. One dealer even had a wholesale lot of PCGS green label Roosevelt dime 


samples. 


The best find of the 
show was a PCGS type 
4.0 holder with a Coin 
World 40" anniversary 
medal and no label of 
any kind. (Hand in the 
picture to show the 
entire slab is transparent.) 
Based on the 1960-2000 
date on the medal, the 
holder design, and other 
samples it was found 


with, this holder was made 2000 to 2002. Although we can offer reasonable guesses, we will 
probably never know the story behind this piece. Likely it was never meant to leave the PCGS 


offices. 


Coincidentally, ANACS made a white label sample slab using this medal (ANACS-Ag1-1-1 on page 
78 of the second edition). The ANACS holder used a one-ounce silver medal. Based on the weight 
of the no label PCGS holder and weights of similar holders, I believe the medal weighs only a few 
grams, suggesting it is aluminum. 


Slab Collectors Group — Could It Become a Real Club? 


As described in the last newsletter, slab collectors held informal meetups at the World’s Fair of 
Money and FUN. Formal clubs belonging to the ANA get meeting rooms and inclusion in the show 
program. It’s not difficult to become an ANA member club — only complete an application and pay 
a fee. A formal organization, whether or not a member of ANA or FUN, could provide services to 
members such as organizing events, publishing research and news, and connecting people with 


common interests. The work towards these worthwhile goals can be shared by the members. 


I am interested in hearing your thoughts on a slab collector group, such as how to start and maintain 
the club. Offers to help are especially welcome. 


PCGS Luncheon Slab Catalog 


PCGS holds luncheons for Set Registry members once or twice a year at major coin shows: ANA 
World’s Fair of Money, Winter FUN, and Long Beach Expo. In addition to the lunch, PCGS 
generously gives each attendee a slab pedigreed to the event. Collectors avidly pursue luncheon slabs 
as collectibles in their own right. 


I used my eBay sales spreadsheet started in 2013, an excellent PCGS Forum post, my past private 
sales, and advice from luncheon slab collectors to make this catalog. If you know of an item not on 
this list, please let me know. 


Several luncheons had more than one type of coin. For example, August 2007 attendees received 
one of four presidential dollars. Other luncheons had a single coin with a variety of dates, such as 
the several dates of Franklin half dollars given August 2018. It is possible more dates exist. 


The “# made” column usually comes from the reverse label of the holder, which often reads 
“Limited edition of 200” or similar. Where “# made” is blank, this number is unknown. The 


number of eBay sales gives another indicator of rarity. Value is for a well-listed eBay sale. 


- 


N 


w 


12 


13 


PCGS Luncheon Slabs 


eBay sales 
Date Show | Denom | Type Date Label 2013-2023 | # made | Value Notes 
5/?/03 | LB Quarter | New York 2001-P | CU Forum Lunch Crew 4 40 300 
PCGS / 20 YEARS OF SERVICE / Set 
8/2/06 | ANA | 10z Silver Eagle | 2006 Registry Luncheon - August 2006 4 400 
COIN FACTS LUNCHEON / 
JANUARY 5, 2007 / PCGS / THE 
STANDARD FOR THE RARE COIN 
1/5/07 | FUN 10z Silver Eagle | 2007 INDUSTRY 7 250 
PCGS SET REGISTRY / Awards 
8/10/07 | ANA _ | Dollar Washington | 2007-S Luncheon / August 10, 2007 2 250 | Proof coin 
PCGS SET REGISTRY / Awards 
8/10/07 | ANA _ | Dollar John Adams | 2007-S Luncheon / August 10, 2007 0 250 | Proof coin 
PCGS SET REGISTRY / Awards 
8/10/07 | ANA | Dollar Jefferson 2007-S Luncheon / AUGUST 10, 2007 1 250 | Proof coin 
PCGS SET REGISTRY / Awards 
8/10/07 | ANA _ | Dollar Madison 2007-S Luncheon / AUGUST 10, 2007 1 250 | Proof coin 
PCGS LUNCHEON / JANUARY 11, Edition of 150 for alll 
1/11/08 | FUN | Dollar Washington | 2007-S 2008 4 150 200 | types combined 
PCGS LUNCHEON / JANUARY 11, Edition of 150 for all 
1/11/08 | FUN Dollar John Adams | 2007-S 2008 4 150 200 | types combined 
PCGS LUNCHEON / JANUARY 11, Edition of 150 for all 
1/11/08 | FUN Dollar Jefferson 2007-S 2008 2 150 200 | types combined 
PCGS LUNCHEON / JANUARY 11, Edition of 150 for alll 
1/11/08 | FUN Dollar Madison 2008-S 2008 2 150 200 | types combined 
PCGS Set Registry Luncheon / 
8/1/08 | ANA_ | Dollar Monroe 2008-S August 1, 2008 1 220 180 | Proof coin 
PCGS Set Registry Luncheon / 
8/1/08 | ANA_ | Dollar Jackson 2008-S August 1, 2008 1 220 180 | Proof coin 
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eBay sales 


Date | Show | Denom | Type Date Label 2013-2023 | # made Value | Notes 
PCGS Set Registry Luncheon / 
8/1/08 | ANA_ | Dollar Van Buren 2008-S August 1, 2008 3 220 180 | Proof coin 
PCGS Set Registry Luncheon / 
8/1/08 | ANA | Dollar JQ Adams 2008-S August 1, 2008 1 220 180 | Proof coin 
Proof coin. Edition of 
WH 220 for all types 
8/7/09 | ANA_ | Dollar Harrison 2009 PCGS Luncheon / August 7, 2009 0 220 150 | combined 
Proof coin. Edition of 
220 for all types 
8/7/09 | ANA _ | Dollar Tyler 2009 PCGS Luncheon / August 7, 2009 8 220 100 | combined 
Proof coin. Edition of 
220 for all types 
8/7/09 | ANA_ | Dollar Polk 2009-D | PCGS Luncheon / August 7, 2009 1 220 100 | combined 
Proof coin. Edition of 
220 for all types 
8/7/09 | ANA_ | Dollar Taylor 2009-D | PCGS Luncheon / August 7, 2009 2 220 100 | combined 
Early PCGS Luncheon / January 8, 2010 
1/8/10 | FUN | Cent Childhood 2009-D | / Kentucky Birth / and Childhood 3 90 
Formative PCGS Luncheon / January 8, 2010 
1/8/10 | FUN | Cent Years 2009-D | / Indiana / Formative Years 3 90 
Professional PCGS Luncheon / January 8, 2010 
1/8/10 | FUN | Cent Life 2009-D | / Illinois / Professional Life 3 90 
PCGS Luncheon / January 8, 2010 
1/8/10 | FUN | Cent Presidency | 2009-D | / Presidency in / Washington DC 1 90 
Proof coin. Edition of 
150 for all types 
8/10/10 | ANA | Quarter | Hot Springs | 2010-S PCGS Luncheon / August 13, 2010 1 150 250 | combined 
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eBay sales 


Date | Show | Denom | Type Date Label 2013-2023 | # made Value | Notes 
Proof coin. Edition of 
White 150 for all types 
8/10/10 | ANA | Quarter | Mountain 2010-S PCGS Luncheon / August 13, 2010 0 150 250 | combined 
Proof coin. Edition of 
150 for all types 
8/13/10 | ANA | Quarter | Yosemite 2010-S PCGS Luncheon / August 13, 2010 4 150 250 | combined 
Proof coin. Edition of 
150 for all types 
8/13/10 | ANA _ | Quarter | Yellowstone | 2010-S PCGS Luncheon / August 13, 2010 1 150 250 | combined 
Proof coin. Edition of 
Grand 150 for all types 
8/13/10 | ANA | Quarter | Canyon 2010-S PCGS Luncheon / August 13, 2010 0 150 250 | combined 
1/7/11 | FUN | Cent Wheat 1943 PCGS Luncheon / January 7, 2011 11 250 100 
8/18/11 | ANA | Quarter | Illinois 2003 PCGS Luncheon August 18, 2011 6 35 
1/6/12 | FUN | 20cent | France 2010 PCGS Luncheon / January 6, 2012 17 250 60 
2011-P 
8/10/12 | ANA | Quarter | Gettysburg | &D PCGS Luncheon / August 10, 2012 12 100 80 
PCGS Luncheon / January 11, 
1/11/13 | FUN Cent Canada 2012 2013 22 200 30 
Early Edition of 180 for all 
8/16/13 | ANA _ | Cent Childhood 2009-D | PCGS Luncheon / August 16. 2013 1 180 60 | types combined 
Formative Edition of 180 for all 
8/16/13 | ANA | Cent Years 2009-D | PCGS Luncheon / August 16. 2013 1 180 60 | types combined 
Professional Edition of 180 for all 
8/16/13 | ANA _ | Cent Life 2009-D | PCGS Luncheon / August 16. 2013 9 180 60 | types combined 


37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


42 


43 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


eBay sales 


Date | Show | Denom | Type Date Label 2013-2023 | # made Value | Notes 
Edition of 180 for all 
types combined. 
Presidency type not 
8/16/13 | ANA | Cent Presidency | 2009-D | PCGS Luncheon / August 16. 2013 0 180 60 | confirmed. 
PCGS Luncheon / January 10, 
1/10/14 | FUN Cent Wheat 1914 2014 33 25 
1892, 1898, 1900, 1903- 
PCGS Luncheon / August 8, 2014 O, 1907, 1908-D, 1908- 
8/8/14 | ANA | Quarter | Barber Several | / "Low Ball" Set Registry Quality 22 160 200 | O, 1910, 1914, 1916-D 
1/9/15 | FUN | Quarter | Everglades 2014-P PCGS Luncheon / January 9, 2015 23 240 30 
8/14/15 | ANA _ | Cent Shield 2015-S PCGS Luncheon / August 14, 2015 9 200 30 | Proof coin 
1986-P PCGS Luncheon / Celebrating 30 230 of all types 
1/8/16 | FUN | Nickel Jefferson &D Years / January 8, 2016 14 230 100 | combined 
1986-P PCGS Luncheon / Celebrating 30 230 of all types 
1/8/16 | FUN | Dime Roosevelt &D Years / January 8, 2016 4 230 100 | combined 
PCGS Luncheon / Celebrating 30 230 of all types 
1/8/16 | FUN | Quarter | Washington | 1986-D | Years / January 8, 2016 1 230 100 | combined 
1983-D, | PCGS Luncheon / Celebrating 30 230 of all types 
1/8/16 | FUN | Half Kennedy 1986-D | Years / January 8, 2016 5 230 100 | combined 
30th 1986- 
8/12/16 | ANA | Medal | Anniversary | 2016 PCGS Luncheon / August 12, 2016 9 150 180 
1977, PCGS LUNCHEON / January 6, 
1/6/17 | FUN | Dollar Eisenhower | 1977-D | 2017 28 200 55 
Great Sand PCGS / Set Registry Luncheon / 
8/4/17 | ANA | Quarter | Dunes 2014-D August 4, 2017 25 160 35 
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eBay sales 


Date | Show | Denom | Type Date Label 2013-2023 | # made Value | Notes 
1918. PCGS / Luncheon / January 5, 
1918-D, | 2018 /100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
1/5/18 | FUN Cent Wheat 1918-S 1918 LINCOLN CENT 14 45 
PCGS / 2018 LUNCHEON. 
Reverse: Philadelphia - August 17, 
2018 / Home of the Liberty Bell / 1948-D, 1958-D, 1961, 
8/17/18 | ANA | Half Franklin Several Limited Edition of 100 11 100 250 | 1961-D, 1962-D 
1974-D, 
1976 PCGS / 2019 LUNCHEON / 
1/2/19 | FUN | Dollar Eisenhower | Type 2 JANUARY FUN 27 80 
2003-P AUGUST 16, 2019 / PCGS / SET 
8/15/19 | ANA | Quarter | Illinois &D REGISTRY / AWARDS LUNCHEON 15 300 35 
2004-P 280 of both types 
1/?/20 | FUN Quarter | Florida &D 2020 LUNCHEON / JANUARY FUN 9 280 60 | combined 
280 of both types 
1/?/20 | FUN Quarter | Everglades 2014-P 2020 LUNCHEON / JANUARY FUN 6 280 60 | combined 
2020 Fun Show Luncheon Lauch 300 made based on 
1/?/20 | FUN | 2dollar | Note 2013 Sample 23 300 AO | note serials 
9/29/22 | LB Quarter | Angelou 2022-D 2022 / AWARDS / LUNCHEON 1 300 
2022-P, 
9/29/22 | LB Quarter | Sally Ride D,&S 2022 / AWARDS / LUNCHEON 4 325 
9/6/23 | LB Quarter | Kanakaole 2023-S 2023 / AWARDS / LUNCHEON 0 300 
426 8,525 


The Next Hot Slab — David Hall flips 
(Second in a series on vintage holders that could move from obscurity to popularity.) 


The first PCGS holders had serial numbers starting with 108, 
such as 1080221 or 1080498. Why 108? Because initial PCGS 
numbering continued the sequence used by PCGS co-founder 
David Hall’s firm, David Hall Numismatic Investment Group 
(later known as David Hall Rare Coins). 


Like many collectors and dealers, this company held their 
inventory in plastic flips with the coin in one side and a card 
describing the coin on the other side. The blue card has the 
David Hall logo on one side and a grade (I’ve seen only 
MS65), description, coin number (similar to the PCGS coin 
numbers used later), and serial number on the other side. 


David Hall used more than one numbering system, but many 
have serials that come just before the PCGS 1080 numbers. For example, the flip pictured here has a 
serial beginning with 105. 


The innovation was to heat seal both sides of the flip, 
permanently keeping the coin and card together. As long 
as the flip stays sealed, the coin, its grade, and the firm’s 
opinion on grade and authenticity stay together. This 
accomplishes some of the goals of third party grading, 
lacking only an independent opinion. Early graders like 
this who sealed their coins and attempted to give 
reasonable grades are sometimes called first-party 
graders. Blanchard holders are another example. 


David Hall was not the only dealer to put his stock in 
tamper-evident holders, but his status as PCGS co- 
founder and the numbering make these by far the most 
interesting. They routinely earn a premium, especially 
with serials preceding PCGS serials. For example, I paid 
$330 for the pictured flip in a Facebook auction, 
compared to typical values of $200 for an 1879-S 
Morgan in PCGS MS65 or $75 for a raw uncirculated 


coin. 


Book News — Special guest article by third edition author Burton Strauss 


As many of you ate aware, I’m working on the 3“ Edition of the Sample Slab book. To say it’s been 


a massive undertaking that I wildly underestimated is itself an understatement. 


In the database as of this morning (2024-02-11): 


Edition 
Slabbing Company il 2 3 Total 

NGC (Numismatic Guaranty Corporation) 131 61 222 466 
PCGS (Professional Coin Grading Service) 126 61 109 298 

ANACS (American Numismatic Association 
Certification Service) 79 20 167 267 
ICG (Independent Coin Grading Company) 95 24 65 184 
PCI (Photo-Certified Coin Institute) 17 5 ] 31 
SEGS (Sovereign Entities Grading Service Inc.) 17 p 1 20 
The rest 5D 19 40 119 
Total | 574 192 613 1,385 

766 


I have almost finished NGC including harvesting new finds from my own collection (I thought I 


was done with NGC about 20 items ago @). The reason there’s a 4" edition column is I set a 


March 2023 cutoff and I have a few items already in the database (plus a single row box which I 


haven’t entered). 


Going from 766 to almost 1,400 items means we will need to split the book into two volumes. 
Volume 1 will be NGC+PGCS (and NCS, PCGS Currency, PCGS Banknote) and volume 2 will be 


the rest. 


I’ve posted two white papers at https://sampleslabs.info/whitepapers.html 


e What is in and What is out of the book should be self-explanatory. 


e Notes on Numbering (3rd Edition) explains some of the changes I’ve made to the 
Schwager numbering scheme and how it resolved many of the edge cases. 


a Burton 


Buying and Selling 
Buying 


I always buy sample collections or better single slabs for inventory. For my own collection, I look 
for samples from obscure or unlisted grading services (such as AHCGS, CCCS, or Global), gold 
coin samples, and rarities from all services. I also buy Numex production slabs and NGC type 8.0 


holders. davidschwager@hotmail.com or Instagram @schwagerdavid 


Selling 


The biggest ever Sample Slab Update fixed price list is standing by. ’'m waiting for the massive and 
impressive lakesammman collection to finish on eBay. This seller, who has things I’ve never seen 
before, has auctions ending 2/18/24, with possibly more weeks to come. Take a look at his 
offerings before they end. 


I always have samples for sale in my eBay store and can give better prices for readers who contact 


me directly. 


Sample Slab Update #34— February 2024 (sent 2/15/24). Published about every two months by 
David Schwager, Fountain Valley, California. davidschwager@hotmail.com. Please email me to be 
added to or removed from the mailing list. Comments and submissions are welcome. If you would 
like to place a brief buy or sell ad in the next Sample Slab Update at no charge, please send an email. 
See SampleSlabBook.com for past issues. Best way to reach me and know what I am doing is 


Instagram @schwagerdavid. I also respond to Facebook messages. 
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